Meet Your Officers!!!

President: Mara Cox
Vice-President: Kea Leshoe
Secretary: Savannah Brown
Treasurer: Alex Hartford

Public Relations: Sam Facio

If your club needs funds to host an event for the student
body submit a request to the SGA! We will provide funds

and any help you might need! Forms can be found outside
the STUDENT LIFE office in the SGA-sponsored folder

outside the door!
(Same protocol for budget requests!)

Events we’ve done so far:

GET OUT TO VOTE done with civic sense

LOTERIA done with student engagement
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PV CC Student and Faculty Publish a Story

Sarah Cate Nordman, staff writer

Almost every PVCC student has taken ENG
111. Many of them have written a narrative
assignment. Not many of them have had their
narrative assignment published in a renowned
children’s magazine, but Linda White has.
Adjunct Assistant Professor of English Kathy

May read  her
narrative, a story
about White’s

childhood in 1980s
South Korea, and
was so moved by it
that she knew it
had to be

published.
“Our house
didn’t have a

washing machine,”
White began as she
described her
story. “So  we
always had to do laundry by hand... we also only
had one stove burner in our house. So when my
mom cooks, she cooks one food at a time.
Everything was that way. Everything was normal.
We were not poor, but that was normal for
everyone. | always walked to school with my
sisters. And also, I always helped my mom with
laundry, dishes, grocery shopping and anything...
One day I saw the flame car said there was a
walking contest to the mountain, and the prize
was a washing machine. I really wanted to do that
for my mom, even though my mom said that was
not going to happen.”

In the story, White’s mom encourages her to
be realistic about winning the race. In real life,
she did not tell her mom at all.

The race started from downtown and then
progressed through the city, the park, and finally,
the mountain. Maeja, or White, left after eating
breakfast and didn’t make it home until after three
in the afternoon. She remembers the race as
utterly exhausting, but worth it when she thought
about the joy it would bring her family. She never
thought she was going to win, but she was proud
to place fourth.

Although disappointed she didn’t secure the
washing machine, the prize for fourth place

Linda White with students after reading her story “Maeja
Keeps On Walking.” Photo courtesy of Linda White

turned out to be a portable stove burner. She was
so ecstatic, to have the opportunity to give her
mother this amazing present, she sprinted all the
way home. Her mother was irate that she had left
without telling her where she was, but her anger
faded when she saw what her daughter had
brought her. Gratitude overcame her and she
began to cry. That night, they put the new burner
to work and had a
barbeque feast to
celebrate Maeja’s
victory.

When May read
White’s story, she
knew it had to be
published. “T
submitted it to two
or three different
publishers, and
they all rejected it,”
said May. “It was
rejected by book
publishers, but then
I thought, I’ll try magazines. Spider Magazine is
the most prestigious children’s magazine in the
country for the literary arts... They accepted it! It
took them a couple months, but then we didn’t
hear anything for years!”

Spider Magazine experienced issues due to
the coronavirus and the resignation of their Editor
-In-Chief. “The editors, a year ago, said, we want
it, we love it, we don’t know when it’s going to
be published, but we need to work on it some
more,” said May.

After nearly 10 years of revisions, by both
White and May, and a couple changes for the
magazine, ‘“Maeja Keeps On Walking” was
published. White, who works as a literary
resource teacher in Fairfax County, shares her
story with her students. She even has had students
say to her that they have the magazine she was
featured in at home.

“Don’t give up and always start with a good
heart. I wasn’t a good writer in real life. I wasn’t a
good reader. I told [my students] that you always
have to keep trying. You never know what’s
coming,” she said.

Linda White’s story “Maeja Keeps On
Walking” can be found in the March 2023 issue
of Spider Magazine.
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Hearing The Song of the Cell

Benjamin Marcus, editor

This semester, the One Book Program invites
PVCC students and faculty to learn the mechanics
and history of cellular biology and how it
promises to revolutionize medicine and what it
means to be human. Every year, the PVCC’s One
Book Program chooses a single book to make
available for the entire college for free. This year,
that book is the New York Times bestseller The
Song of the Cell: An Exploration of Medicine and
the New Human, by Siddhartha Mukherjee.

The Song of the Cell was one
of three One Book candidates
chosen by the Committee for this
year — the other two being The
Compassionate  Instinct:  The
Science of Human Goodness,
edited by Dacher Keltner, Jason
Marsh, and Jeremy Adam Smith
and The Undoing Project: A
Friendship That Changed Our
Minds by Michael Lewis.

“Once we have our list of
three, we send it out to the entire
college community, faculty, staff,
students, and everybody gets to
vote, and the winner of that
becomes the One Book for the
following year,” said Crystal
Newell, director of library
services and co-chair of the One
Book Committee. “The Song of
the Cell was actually a runaway
winner. It crushed the other two.”
Indeed, more than half of the 206
respondents who voted for this
year’s One Book chose The Song
of the Cell.

The Song of the Cell centers
around the topic of cellular
biology, its history, and how it is
shaping the future. It discusses
the role of cells as the
fundamental units of life and how
our understanding of them allows
us to engineer and modify cells
to fit our own purposes.

The book’s themes will be

incorporated into many events this semester,
including “Animalcules of PVCC,” a microscope
activity sponsored by the science department
which was held on Oct. 2; a screening of the
documentary Human Nature on Oct. 18 at noon; a
One Book Trivia contest on Nov. 1 at noon; “Our
Invisible World,” a photo contest sponsored by
the art department, where “students, faculty, or
staff are prompted to look small, think big,” with
submissions closing Nov. 3; an art gallery
exhibition opening on Nov. 17; and at least one
guest speaker.

THE MAGNIFICENT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

An Exploration of Medicine
and the New Human
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\uthor of the Pulitzer Prize winner THE EMPEROR OF ALL MALADIES

and the #1 New York Times bestseller THE GENE

The Song of the Cell hardcover.
Photography by Benjamin Marcus
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