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Jessica Adkins, assistant editor 
 
Many students at PVCC may not realize that 

there are options pertaining to when their classes 
start. PVCC offers a variety of classes that start at 
different points in the semester. This year, PVCC 
is offering 12-week classes that start Feb. 3, 8-
week classes that start March 17, and 4-week 
classes that start on either Feb. 20 or April 7. 

These class options allow students to have a 
more flexible schedule if need be. According to 
Robyn Lane, an administrative assistant in the 
Admissions and Advising Center, “Students 
choose to take late-start classes either because 
they missed the deadline for classes or they may 
not have the funds for classes until a certain 
time.”  

Late-start classes are also an option for 
students who just like taking classes for a shorter 
time than the regular 16-week classes.  

Students who sign up for the late-start classes 
can choose from a wide variety of subjects needed 
for both General Studies and Liberal Arts degrees. 
While some students may think that late-start 
classes are shorter classes based on the amount of 
weeks of class, that is not the case. Students have 
the same amount of instruction time in a late-start 
class as they would in a regular 16-week class. In 
shorter sessions, classes meet for more time a 
week. 

While some people purposefully sign up for 
late-start classes, some may accidentally sign up 
and not have realized it.  

Some students may have signed up for a class 
and gone to the room on Jan. 13 and realized that 
their class was not in session.  

If students have any questions pertaining to 
late-start classes that may fit their degree, they 
should schedule to meet with an advisor in the 
Admissions and Advising Center.  

PVCC offers Late Start Courses 

Elizabeth Phan, staff writer 
 

With the fall semester coming to an end, most 
students are rushing to get school over with. 
However, it is important for students to 
remember  to complete their FAFSA. The FAFSA 
is now open for students to complete for the 2020
-2021 school year.  

The financial aid office, located in M126, is 
open Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Wednesday evening 5-7 p.m. in the 
Admissions and Advising Center. To make an 
appointment with the financial aid office, call 
(434) 961-6545.  

Sherry Dudley, the financial aid’s office 
administrative assistant said, “Many times 
students aren't able to come to school without 
financial aid. A parent could get laid off or there 
could be a change in income.” 

The financial aid office can work with anyone 
on a walk-in basis, or students can reach 24/7 
financial aid support on the PVCC website under 
financial aid. Part-time students can receive 
financial aid to the same degree as a full-time 
student. To qualify for a loan, however, the 

student needs to be enrolled in at least 5 credit 
hours.  

“Students don’t have to wait for an 
appointment to come in. A counselor will come 
and work with you. We also have student workers 
who will sit right with you as long as you have 
your documentation,” said Dudley.  

The financial aid office also offers Saturday 
sessions for students who need to complete 
FAFSA with their parents. Most of the documents 
and paperwork needed for FAFSA can be found 
on PVCC’s website under paying for college and 
financial aid.  

“It’s better to get it right the first time than to 
go back and correct everything,” Dudley said. 

Scholarships are not awarded in the financial 
aid office; however, students can receive 
additional help with loans and grants instead.  

“We don’t want you to wait until August to 
apply for financial aid. Start in September. On 
October 1st, for each year, a student can begin to 
apply for the fall. The earlier it is all in place, the 
less difficulty someone will have for coming up 
for funds for their tuition,” Dudley said. “It never 
hurts to have an extra pair of eyes.” 

Financial Aid Office Helps with FAFSA 


