DATES TO REMEMBER

— Advanced Manufacturing: Personalized, Skill-
Based Education Leading to a Fulfilling Career * —
Sept. 15, 6:30 p.m., virtual

— Race, Sex, and the 19th Amendment: Cautionary
Tales and Models—An Intersectional Suffrage
Centennial Zoom Panel * —

Sept. 17, 12:30-1:45 p.m., virtual

— Turning Point USA at PVCC guest speaker
Congressman Denver Riggleman * —
Sept. 18, 11-11:45 a.m., virtual

— Classical Banjoist John Bullard Performance—
Sept. 19, 7:30 p.m., Dickinson Main Stage

— College Hour Alumni Career Chat * —
Sept. 23, noon to 1 p.m., virtual

— Iconoclasm and Insurgents in Syria Guest
Speaker * —

Sept. 23, noon to 1 p.m., virtual

— BSA Hosts: Pain into Poetry * —
Sept. 28, 8-11 p.m., virtual

— One Book Event: Kim Forde-Mazrui discusses
constitutional law and racial profiling * —
Sept. 28, noon to 1 p.m., virtual

— UVA Virtual Information Session for Transfer
Students * —
Oct. 2, noon to 1:30 p.m., virtual

— Tom Teasley, “Drumming Through Cultures &
Time” —
Oct. 17, 7:30 p.m., Dickinson Main Stage

— The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari, featuring Tom
Teasley —
Oct. 18, 3 p.m., Dickinson Main Stage

— One Book Event: Black Lives Matter, Policing,
and Freedom of Speech in Charlottesville * —
Oct. 19, noon to 1 p.m., virtual

* Free Event
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Editor’s Note

Ginger Hood, assistant editor

When most young children play
pretend, they imagine themselves as
warriors, or royalty, or members of a
family. When I was younger, I liked to
pretend to be a journalist. I was not a
reliable source by any means; all my
stories were made up to be presented on
the spot. I had no concept of ethical
journalistic practice — but 1 was
enamored with the world of journalism.

I was homeschooled for most of my
life, and I often chose to publish at-
home newspapers as part of my
schoolwork. But when I was thirteen, it
became clear that I had to move on to
public school. I was ready to take any
chance to avoid high school, so after a
year of deliberation, I enrolled at PVCC
at the beginning of 2019.

In the spring semester of 2020,
English was low on my list of priorities.
The class that fit best with my schedule
was English 121 — Introduction to
Journalism. I showed up to my first day
of class not knowing what to expect,
feeling a little like a comic book
character’s secret identity, and I walked
out with a new fire ignited under my
dormant interest in journalism from my
early childhood. It was one of the best
classes I’'d ever taken, and it made me
feel much more engaged in life as a
college student.

Even those who don’t want to
pursue journalism can get valuable
information and skills for their
everyday lives from taking a journalism
class or joining The Forum club.
Understanding how journalism and the
media works and being equipped with
the tools to read news analytically is
important now more than ever, and I
recommend getting involved with The
Forum to any student interested in
learning.



