Forum Staff

Professor Steve McNetney hits the ball over the net to a student duting the student versus faculty
volleyball game at the 2009 Field Day, as President Frank Friedman and Dr. Mahmood stand by.

FORUM STAFF

Volleyball, kickball, snow concs,
water balloons, an inflatable
obstacle course and more will
grace the area behind the base-
ball field at PVCC this Saturday
from 10:00 am. dll 3:00 pm,

“The entire PVCC com-
munity is invited to come
and pget its game on” said
PVCC swdent Doti Dunu,
head of the Field Day Com-
mittee in the Student Gov-
ernment  Associadon  (SGA).

The event is free and is de-
signed to offer a day of fun
outside activities and to fos-
ter a little healthy competition.

The event is free, and
the sport games are held as
students  versus teachers,

Professor Kim Hoosicer said,
“Iast year students won the vol-
leyball game,” here she paused
and then emphasized, “but the
teachers won the kickball game.”

This year dodgeball 15
added to the list of sports.

Also different, the mnflata-

bles are no longer two moon
bounces. One is a jousting
arena. The other is an obsta-
cle course. Two competitors
climb through, up, over, and
around things inside the coutse
in a race against each other.

“BEveryone gets on the field
and has fun” said PVCC student
Yvonne Jones. “It’s cool to see
professors out of their suits.”

To make sure everyone plays
fair, “Volunteets from differ-
ent clubs will be watching the
games and playing referce.”

Said Dunu. The Volunteer Club
and Christian Fellowship Club
have decided to sponsor games
at feld day. Volunteers from
their membership will take shifts
during the event to play ref-
eree or work one of the stands.

Also new this year are
the options for personalized
key chains and T-shirts with
the line “Field Day 20107

Dunu said, “Bring a water
bottle and a lot of sunblock,
and probably a hat, because
Field Day is going to be epic.”

—
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COLLEGE BOARD MEETING
SPOTLIGHTS STUDENTS

Jon Hasenfus

Jonathan Motlagh, Beth Russell, Jenn Jones, Roger Agbati, and Lee Stone were five of the six
students who's presentations served as the highlight of the March College Board Meeting,
Nicole Gilliam was unavailable for a photo,

R.T. PACKARD
FORUM STAFF WRITER

It was a cool, overcast Wednes
day afternoon in March, at 4:00
pm.  when members of the
PVCC community  gathered
in the W A, Pace Boardroom.
I'his was nothing unusual, as
the group meets bimonthly w
discuss vanous campus matters,

‘I'he scene was a pleasant one,
with everyone dressed profes
stonally and srmling - idly char-
ting and catching up as the clock
ticked closer to starting time,

Besides the dozen or so seats
at the table -- occupied by the
board members -~ three walls
had been lined with chairs to
accommaodate the extra num
bers present. Scattered amongst
this outer ring were six stu-
dents, patently waiting for the
highlight of the day’s cvent,

As  always, the agenda
was filled with matters rang
ing from budgeting issues to
project updates; just what one
would expect from a typical
business meeting. To break up
the monotony, board mem
bers set time aside cach month
to spotlight a special topic,

This partcular March meet-
ing had been designated 1o
shine the lmelight on several
of PVCCs students: Jonathan
Motlagh, Beth  Russell,  Ni-
cole  Gilliam, Jenmifer Jones,
Roger Agbad, and Lee Stone.

Motlagh, who served five
years as a  Marine, moved
to  Chatlottesville hoping to
quickly transfer into UVa’s Mc
Intire School of Commerce.

At PVCC,
quickly became immersed in
the college life. He stated how
impressed he is with the de-

however, he

gree of emphasis on smdent
success that the faculty show

In recent news, Motlagh was
named the 2010 New Century
Scholar for Vitginia and received
the Phi Theta Kappa Honor So-
cety  Guistwhite  Scholarship.

Russell, who has attended the
college since age 12, is the vice
president of the Student Gov-
ernment Association (SGA), the
president of Swing Dance Club,
and a work-study student. She
noted, “The teachers here are
amazing” In May 2011 she will
graduate with associate degrees in
Liberal Arts, Science, and Dance.

Gilhlam echoed similar send-
ments. As the president of the
Black Student Alliance, Gilliam
said that PVCC offered her an
opportunity to advance hersclf
In a very supportive environ-
ment. She hopes to give back
to the community in a similar

way, fort it s her dream 1o be-
come an clementary  teacher.
Jones wanted to get through
Piedmont as fast as possible,
imagining 1t to be a sterile en-
vironment. Instead, she found
a vibrant community, of which
she rapidly became a big part.
This  academic  year
serves as SGA president and
Fotum editor-in-chief.  From
here, she has eves on Mclnare
Agbati chose to come to Pied
mont Vigginia Community Col-
lege after moving ro the Unired
States from ‘logo, West Africa.
It was the praise and recommen
dations he heard that drew him
to our school, where he plans
to earn his Associates before
transferring to UVa or VCU
to pursuc a degree in politcs,
Stone, the President of

the Volunteer Club, was at
Sce “Spotlight” on page 3.

she
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STUDENT POLITICAL GROUP
TAKES ACTION VIA PHONE

BEN BROOKS &
HOLLY NGUYEN
FORUM STAFF WRITERS

The recent recommendations
from the House Appropria-
tions Committee to change the
way student’s financial aid is
calculated, as well as a $20 mil-
lion reduction in Virginia ap-
propriated funds for educa-
tion, has raised quite a few
eycbrows. Among those with
eyebrows raised is Virginia2l,

Virginia21 is nonprofit, non-
pattisan  political  cducation
group with members across
the commonwealth further-
ing awareness of political poli-
cies. It encourages students
to take an active role in af-
fairs directly reladng to them.

In recent years, Virginia2l
has been responsible for very
noteworthy reforms in regards
to education, such as the Text-
book Market Fairness Act of
2004 and the ‘Two Year College
Transfer Grant Programin 2007.

Currendy, Governor McDon-
nell’s nor the Senate Finance
Committees proposed budgets
have such doctrine limiting or

reducing the commonwealth’s
support of fnancial aid. How-
ever, if the House’s recommen-
dations ate agreed upon and the
General Asscmbly passes the
aforementioned budget pro-
posal into law, it will dramatically
change the landscape for college
students seeking financial aid,
both current and prospective.
With the modern-day reces-
sion and the loss of state rev-
enues, thete is already a higher
tuition rate. Such a budget pro-
posal could hardly come at a
worse time for college students.

Virginia2] has alrcady taken
action against this. On March 4,
2019, ic held a phone drive. Stu-
dents across the commonwealth
called their representatives to
show opposition to a budget pro-
posal that reduces financial aid.

Brittany Tyler, the Member-
ship Director for Virginia2l,
said, “We had students calling
inte both the House and Scnate,
and to the budget conferees, be-
cause we wanted everyone in the
General Assembly to be aware
the students arc not in support
of this and that a reduction in Fi-
nancial Aid would be extremely

Virginia21 is nonprofit, nonpartisan political edu-
cation group with members across the common-
wealth furthering awareness of political policies.

deleterious to higher education.

“It was a great opportunity
for the students to become citi-
zen leaders, actively becoming
involved in the legislation that
binds them, and this phone drive
was a great example of grass
roots legislation, and 1 know that
we were successful in our cfforts.

“Our students were very
polite, articulate, and effec
tve and we had a good re-
sponse from the representatives,
now it is up to them to ensure
that this is not stll in the bud-
get when they announce it.”

To get involved with Vir
ginia2l and find out more,
one can visit Virginia2l.org,

facebook.com

Brittany Tyler is the
Membership Director
for Va2l.

“Spotlight” from page 2.
a crossroads in his life- fresh
out of the restautant indus-
try and looking for change,
when he entolled at PVCC.
His first year blew him away,
and he quickly became deeply in-
volved in the student community.
This year he serves on the

PVCC senate and is Volun-
teer Club President, among
other things, while work-
ing part time. He stated that
PVCC is not only school, but
a big part of the community.

After his time here, he wants
to go to UVa, where he aims to
study nursing  anesthesiology.

T'he band of six student lead-
ers talked for almost half an
hour. Though all of them had
ample right to boast of their
accomplishments, the modesty
they displayed was humbling

They spoke highly of Pied-
mont’s faculty, the services
provided, the diverse  stu-

dent body and, of course, the
low cost of tuidon at PVCC.

While they may have been re-
luctant to take credit for it, all six
of them are clearly dedicated and
hardworking: shining examples
of all that can be accomplished
when one takes advantage of
the opportunides at PVCC.
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AID AVAILABLE FOR SUMMER

SHAWN MARTSOLE
FORUM STAFFF WRITER

PVCC holds classes not just in
the fall and spring, but in the
summer as well. This can be a
great way for students to ger a
jump on classes, or take courses
that one did not have time for in
another semester. Normal schol-
arships run out by that point
however, leaving students won-
dering if they will have to pay
the fees for classes on their own,

It may be surprising, then,
to hear that financial aid is
available for the

“Students who plan on at
wending  school this  summer
should complete a simple one
page Summer Session  Finan-
cal  Aid  application  form,”

summet.
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said Carol Larson, the Coor-
dinator of Financial Aid. The
document is available at pvec
edu/ financial_aid/ forms.php.

One thing to keep n mind is
that the Free Application for Fed
eral Student Aid (FAFSA) is very
important. FAFSA applications
done for the 2009-2010 academ-

UVA RA

CHRIS STOVER
NEWSPLEX.COM

The news and opinions blog,
The  Daily  Beast, ranked
UVa as the 36th most-stress-
ful university in the United
States. UVa is also the high-
est ranking Vieginia university,

The Dblog tok five fac-
tors nto account. Cost and
compentveness  were  both

weighted ar 35 percent, and ac-
ceptance raie, engineering pro-
gram and campus crime were
each  weighted 10 percent.

“l think the stressors here
arc that there are a lot of twl

esyourmy mcymunm.cu
ic year also apply to the summet.
If one has not already complet-
ed it, “the student should also go
ahead and complere the 2010-
2001 BFAFSA,." advised Larson.

The form asks students to
provide informagon on  how
many credit hours they wish o
take, as well as 1f they want 1o

be consideted for work-study.
“We can then create a summer
budget and provide any funds
for which the studenr may be
cligible™  explained  Larson.

Grants  available  include
COMA, PTAD, and Pell grants.
COMA and PTAP grant avail-
ability depend on the number
of hours students are taking,
while Pell grants depend on
the  student’s ehgibility  from
the 2009-2010 vear. In order o
qualify for work-study dunng
the summer, students need to
complete at Jeast six credit hours,

After completing FAFSA, st
dents should print it out and rurn
it in to the financial aid office.
The deadbine for the summer is
April 15, so it is important to get
the form in as soon as possible,

NKEDINTOP 5
STRESSFUL UNIVER

ented students here, so students
feel stress in terms of fecling
in competition with other st
dents,” said Lenny Carter, assis-
tant dircctor of UVa’s Counsel-
ing and Psvchologteal Services.

Carter said stress 1s the second-
most common problem students
have, rght behind depression,

“I think students here are very
ambitious, so they want to do well,
they want 10 do great things, and
I think they fecl a lot of pressure
to do those things,” Carter said.

Everyone has their own ways
of handling stress. 1f they're
not taking advantage of the Smu-
dent Health Center, Students at

UVa do many things, whether
is talking o some foiends or
Just ignoring it in the first place.

“You really need o remain
aloof  of the stress” student
Michael Wilks said. “If you ler
it get o you, that’s a really bad
thing. 1f it gets o vou, you're go-
ing to start falling behind, and
youre going to statt to think,
“T'hs 15 kind of hopeless.”

“Usually, just kind of talking it
out with people,” student Veron-
ica Gonzales said. “It’s kind of
nice, even though it is somewhat
of a stressful environment, hav-
ing a group of friends or people
who are also fecling the same

MOST
ITIES

wpe af stress thar you feel”
said  gewing  plen
ty of sleep and cating a bal
anced diet are the best ways
w combat college  stress.

“Often umes, in this age
group, students tend to feel rela
tively invincible, so sometimes
I think it’s difficult for them to
take that advice,” Carter said.

UVa doesn’t hold a candle to
schools like Stanford, the Uni
versity of Pennsvlvania or MIT,
which are all in the twp five in
the rankings. The only other
Vieginia school to make the list
is the College of William and
Mary, which came in at No. 44.

Carter



Pages

NEWS

April 2010

PEER MENTORS AVAILABLE
TO HELP PVCC STUDENTS

RT. PACKARD
FORUM STAFF WRTTER

Many college swdents become
anxious when talking to coun-
selors about theit schootwork.
It can be daunting for a person
to open up to someone who
is not in the same age range.
With such a vanety of dif
ferent people on campus, it is
important for PVCC tw pro-
vide aid to those who would be
unwilling to ask for help from
adults. To fill this need, there is
the Peer Mentonng program.
"The program consists of three
PVCC students who are available
to assist their peers. Gina Baldi,
Sam Hewitt and Jonathan Show-
alter ate wotking with the Coun-
seling Department to provide
disability accommodations, ca
reer planning services and assis-
tance in developmental classes,
They dedicate time in be
tween their own studies to con-
tact the students they work with
and offer help and support.
When asked about the types
of services she provides, Baldi
said, “A lot of students don’t
know about the resources
available in the college, like
the Learning Center and the
Writing Center, and differ-
ent resources on the web.”
She contacts students who
are struggling in developmental
courses to let them know she
is available and willing to help.
Additonally, she stays in touch
with professors and counsel-
ors, to be able to further ca-
ter to each individual's neceds.
For anyone at PVCC won-
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R.T. Packard

Sam Hewitt, Gina Baldi, and Jonathan Showalter serve as peer mentors

in the PVCC Counseling Department.

dering just what they want to
do with their college educaton,
Hewitt works closely with André
Luck in Career Counseling, His
focus is on getting internships
for students and offering guid-
ance for their professional goals.

To meet this end, he can
give career assessment lests
like the Career Occupational
Preference (COors),
line up jobs to offset the
cost of school, and schedule
mock-interviews with  Luck.

Hewite occasionally sets up
a table in the Bolick Smdent
Center and reaches out to stu-
dents. “Students will walk by
and I'll say, ‘Hey, what pro-
gram of study are you in®”

System

He then engages that person
in a conversation about his or
her professional and or educa-
tional plans and guides the stu-
dent towards helpful resources
of which he or she was unaware.

Showalter, who works un-
der Susan Hannifan in Disabil-
ity Services, helps provide ac-
commodations and  assistance
to students with learning dis-
abilines and other conditdons
that may hinder educaton.

When asked about the role
he plays, Showalter said that,
“The major thing is ...
ing what thc major obstacle
for them is. Lets say, for ex-
ample, that it is organization,

“A student looks at their syl-

S¢C-

labus for the semester and just
thinks ‘Oh man, I've got like
five papers to write, and the fi
nal exam coming up, and all
these things to read. How can 1
do all this? It’s so much work.””
To help that student overcome
these fears, Showalter says he
sits down with the student and
breaks it up into smaller pieces.
He shows the student how to
“take it a chunk at a tme ... in-
stead of just looking at the whole
thing and having all that anxiety.”
For those interested in re-
questing the peer mentor ser
vices, one can contact the
Counseling Office by calling
(434) 961-5264 or visiting room
132 in PVCCs main building
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DOVE EMBARKS ON

TRUE

BEAUTY CAMPAIGN

VICTORIA MAIDEN
FORUMSTAEFL WRITER

Over a milhon Americans roday
are relving on Photoshop and
other programs 10 trn aver-
age images into flawless works
of art, “Fechnology  advanced
enough for portraits and adver
tizements to be re-touched, but
what does thar say 0 the aver-
age American trving o “fit in”
to this society of perfectionism?

According to Dove’s Nadonal
Campagn for Real Beaury, sclf
estcem percentages are decreas-
ing duc o the fact of young
women are measuring their looks
against the models” portrayed in
the medm. This is despite the
fact that even some super mod
cls have their images retouched,

On the Dove website, a vid-
co shows an  average-looking
woman being put through the

process  of  being  “re-done”.
After  the makeup  specialists
and hair artists are done, vir-
wal face lifts, imjections and
airbrushing are done on the
computer $o the woman has no
facial flaws, her neck 1s longer
and her lips and cves are big-
ger. ‘Phe video ends with a texe,
stating, “No wonder our per-
ception of beauty is distorted.”

Duc to retouched  images,
billboards, magazines, tabloids,
and commercials lead o sky-
rocketing sales. Bue ir also leads
to a young generation failing
to accept its own Incarnation.

One can gleam that the pur-
pose of Dove’s National Cam-
paign for Real Beaury is 1o
celebrate  the narureal  physical
variation  embodied by
single woman and inspire them
to have the confidence to be
comtortable in their awn skin,

every

self-esteem

This specific campaign s
sending out a message to be
natural, different, and  most
importandy, be an individual.
Addigonally, it states that the
media dtself will never be as
powertul as one’s inner voice,

Contrarily, there is speculation

tiffabee.wordpress.com

on Doves motives for this cam
paign. Some blogs pronounce
that Dave 15 only doing this o
rawse sells with the propaganda of
‘be happy and buy our product.

To sce the video and for
mote information, one can visit
campaignforrealbeauty.com

CHIVALRYTOD

CAROLINI: MCDOWELL
FORUM STAFEF WRITER

When one thinks of chivalry, the
typical thought is of a knighe in
shining armor who fights evil
and rescues the damsel in dis-
tress. Yet a stmple act of chiv-
alry may consist in opening
the door for a lady or standing
when a lady enters the room.

One might envision a knighe
in shining armor, protecting the
weak, saving the damsel, and do

inggooddeeds forthe fellow man.

PVCC students gave their own
inpur of what chivalry means
to them. Matthew Fielding said
chivalry is “proper, ctiquerte,
doing things night” Cheyenne
Russo  said, “Going out of
vour way to help somchbody
like the little chings. Like open-
ing doors, pulling our the sear”

Professor  Steve  Ratleanu
sad, “Common
code how a guy treats a girl.”

So 1s chivalry dead today? Re

courtesy. A

Y IN QUESTION

beeca Atkins thinks, “No. Bur
you dont see it much at all”

Maybe the word
1s archaic and old-fashioned?

chivalry

Jonathan Showalter states, “the

term seems kind of old-fash
wned bur cthe ideas live on”

While knights in shining ar-
mot and damsels i distress
may be a thing of the past,
chivalry cxists in a new, weak-
et form. Whether 1t will be
able to continue to evolve or
go exunct, only dme will tell.

nlev.d2lk 1 2ilus
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CRAWFORD RELEASES BOOK

AVERY LEE
FORLUM STAFF WRITER

The Ballyshannon Fund in co-
operation with The Virginia
Fesuval of the Book, hosted
Matthew Crawford’s presenta-
tion at PVCC on March 18. The
prescntation was based on his
new boak, Shop Class As Sonteraft.

Crawford’s message was not
one of working-class strife or
even proletariat-class conscious-
ness. He encouraged people to
be educated in labor-oriented
fields or “the useful arts” in or-
der to fulfill a greater life calling,

Crawford, through the lens
of his own experience, con-
trasts the abstract wotk of the
white-collar corporate worker
to the tangible, visibly useful
work of the blue-collar worker.

According to  Crawford,
American high schools cut shop
classes out of their curriculums
beginning in the early 1990%,
Administrators pushed all stu-
deats toward four-year uni-
versities and began measuring
schools’ success in terms of the
percentage of students atrend-
ing a four-year institution after
graduation, This kind of think-
ing, Crawford touts, created an
“educational monocutwre.”

Crawford himself felt the
pressure to get on the college
track. He earned an advanced
degree, bur  after  spending
time in the “dark absurdism”
of the white-collar world, he
desiced  something more. He
wanted to produce something
measurable  and  immediate,

Now, he is now the owner
of a small motorcycle repair
shop Richmond. The connota-
tion of motorcycle repairman
has carned him looks from up-

SHOP CLASS

AS SOULCRAFT

AN IQUIRY INJO THE VALUF 0F woRn

MATTHEW B. CRAWFORD

astorcamazon.com

turned noses at cockeail partics,
but Crawford contends that
his work is more intellectually
stimulatng than when he ran a
think-tank in Washington, DC.

And Crawford is not devoid of
intellect. His degree is from UVa
in Advanced Studies in Culture.

Crawford is not just an ad
vocate tunning a PR campaign
for the image of tradesmen.
He’s spirimally invested. He is
almost a proselynzer for trade.

One gets  the  impres-
sion he believes passionately
that more people should be

tradesmen—not because
our country nceds people to
fix its wilets or power lines.

Rather, he wants Americans
to feel engaged. If people feel
they have no real effect in their
world, then they disengage.

Crawford believes that the
“electronic sweatshop” atmo
sphere of today’s office envi-
ronment causes people to lose
touch with their surroundings.

Shop Class as Sowleraft:  An
Inquiry into the Value of Work
will be available May 28 in
most major bookstores.

CHESS EXERCISES
AN ORGAN

JAY HATFIELD
FORUM STAFF WRITER

Nearly 3,000 years ago, Asi-
atic  peoples  invented  the
game of chess, It grew into
the modern sport nearly 500
years ago, “As a way of train-
ing soldiers in strategy,” said
Charles Huffman, Faculty Ad-
visor of PVCCs Chess Club.

The depictions and descrip-
tons scen in mainstream media,
such as in the movie X-Men,
portray the game of chess in-
volving two intellecrual, often
aristocratic, outcasts  mulling
over the board for hours on end,
Scenes such as this often intimi-
datc one into thinking chess is
extremely difficultand or boring,

If one asks another if he or

she can play chess, one is most
likely to get the answer, “I can
play checkers” However, chess
isnt a spott where enthusiasts
simply are skilled ntellectu
als. The game itself helps de-
velops these skills. This sport
strengthens an organ  instead
of a muscle. It was developed
to strengthen  problem-solv-
ing and critical-thinking skills.

Chess is as much now as it
was then, the sport of kings

Huffman belicves that st
dents of all ages could ben-
efit from lcarning and play-
ing. In order to play and
benefit from chess, a novice
should focus on how the six
individual piece types move.
After understanding the ba-
sics, one can begin strategizing,

ficke.com
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CLUE:

mwer.edu

THE MUSICAL COMES

TO DICKINSON THEATER

ELIZA SEIBERT
FORUM STAFF WRITER

Was it Colonel Mustard in the
conservatory with the revolver?
Or was it Miss Scaret in the li-
brary with the candlestick? With
its characters and mystery, Clue
is an all-fime classic board game.

The game first appeared in
England in 1949 as “Clucdo”
and went on t© gain interna-
tional popularity in more than
a dozen versions. For more
than 50 years, this mystery
game captivated the hearts of
millions over the age of eight.

In the game, poor Mr. Boddy
was murdeted in his own stately
home and the players must use
deduction to solve the mystery
of who killed Mr. Boddy, in what
room, and with what weapon.
There are 216 possible soludons,

In the 1990’s a musical based

on the game came to the spot-
light. Clwe: The Musical opencd
at the Players Club OFf-Broad-
way in New York in 1997,

Kay Bethea, PVCC Theater
Dircctor, takes on part of the
challenge to bring Clue: The
Musical to the Dickinson stage.

‘The play welcomes audience
participation and involvement,
“We bring on the houselights
at times so that they can make
notes on their score cards as they
would if they were playing the
game of clue)” Bethea  stated.

“We also choose three volun-
tecrs from the audience to come
at the beginning and choose
cards which are put in an enve
lope thatis then kept on display.”
At the end of the night, when the
audience announces its solution
1o the mystery, the cards will be
revealed s everyone can see if
they werce right in their deduction.

The sct 15 farly simple and is
reminiscent of the game. Actors
will use periactoi, “which are
three-sided, flat units that can be
rned to reveal a color to repre-
sent one of the characters, a clue,
and then one of the rooms on the
other” lissenually, moving pan-
els tells the audience where the
characters are. “You're in a new
place, magically,” Bethea said,

In regards to the score, “Mu-
sic really permeates the whole
play and it has very catchy, funny
lyrics.” Bethea stated, “A great
deal of the play is cither sung
with music or accompanied by
music. A lot of the dialogue
even has music underscoring.”

In addidon to the music, there
isagreatdeal of dancing through
out the play. “\ lot of balicoom
dances and popular dances are
involved,”  descnibes  Bethea.

The PVCC cast includes Chris

Alimend, Chrsnan Anderson,
Taylor Andetson, Bryant $am
za, Madchine Manning, Sarah
Richardson, Matthew Thomas-
son and ‘Thomas Vance, with
Lindsey Rappold as Stage Man
ager. Kav Bethea 5 director.
Costumes and chorcography by
Susan Nicholson; sct design by
Bill Hurd; lighung design by Lar
ry Hugo. “If you put everybody’s
hours together, just hundreds
and hundreds of hours go into
it,” Bethea points our,” But it’s
all very well worth it in the end.”

Come and see for yourself
whether it’s worth 1t. The game
of Clue suggests ages 8 and up.
However, all ages are welcome
to the play. Showings will be
April 17 at 2:30 p.m., and April
16 and 17 at 7:30 p.m. The play
costs $8.00 for adults and $4.00
for seniors and students. Stu
dents can also use vouchers.
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NATIVE MICROBREWERIES
OFFER TASTE, ZEAL

JOHN MCAVOY
FORUM STAFF WRITER

Virginia is for beer lovers.
Though the Commonwealth is
mainly associated with sprawl-
ing vineyards and a wine cul-
ture, it should not be overlooked
as a growing craft beer haven.
Breweries in the area have been
experiencing growth and recog-
nition as consumers seck tastier
alternatives to the common
name brands. This would not
include Bud Light or Corona.

Such large scale breweries (and
plenty of others) have lost the
art of turning watet, malts, hops
and yeast into a craft beverage
with distinct Aavors and aromas.

Microbreweries are  able
to finc tune these ingredients
to taste and then let the beer
speak for itself. Word of mouth
spreads by aficionados, followed
by your run-of-the-mill beer
drinkers with a taste for quality

Charottesville is home to
Starr Hill Brewery, established
in 1999 on Main Strect. The
brewery has since moved to
a larger facility in Crozet to
sustain  the larger demand.

The beer is sold by most ven-
dors in town and many bars.
Starr Hill's beers have won five
gold medals at the Great Ameri-
can Beer Festival, and two silver
mcdals at the World Beer Cup.

It is also part of central Vir-
ginias  largest  independent
music promoter, Starr Hill
Presents (SHP). One can see
the SHP logo at venues such
as the Pavilion, the Jefferson
and at John Paul Jones Arena.

"The brewery is open to tastings

STARR HILL

GWT OF GREAY Bxxn

brewridgetrail.com

and tours from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00
p-m. on Saturday and Sundays.

Another popular local mi-
crobrew is  Fredericksburg’s
Blue and Gray Brewery. Influ-
enced by the Civil War and the
local region, Blue and Gray
has four staple beer varictics,
such as Stoncwall Stout and
Falmouth Pale Ale, in addition
to numerous seasonal  brews,

Fred Red is “the best beer
you'veevertried,” says owner Jeff
Fitzpatrick. Its seasonal beers
have intimidating names that
match their high alcohol content.

Temporary Insanity, an im-
perial stout, is named after the
defense plea of Daniel Sick-
les, the man who shot the son
of Francis Scort Key for hav-
ing an affair with his wife

It was the first time any-
onc was acquitted on those
grounds.  Sickles later  be-
came a successful general for
the Union in the Civil War

Another seasonal beer, Minor

brewndpetratl.com
Microbreweries are
able to fine rune

these ingredients to
taste and then let the
beer speak for irself

Dementia, a bourbon barrel im-
perial stout, is named after Wil-
liam Minor, a Union Army sur
geon who served at the Battle of
Wilderness, After the Civil War
he was committed to an asylum
for the criminally insanc and
was onc of the most significant
contributors to the creadon of
the Oxford English Dictionary.

Blue and Gray also serves the
community by hosting events
such as a St. Patrick’s Day Pa
rade and an Okroberfest celebra
tion every year. They are open
for rastings on Wednesday from
2.6 pm., Friday from 3-8 p.m.,
and Saturday from 10-1 p.m..
Tours are available on Saturday.

Right by the Blue Ridge
Mountains in Afton, lies the
Blue Mountain Brewery. In ad-
dition to brewing its beer, Blue
Mountain  distinguishes  itself
by farming its own hops. Hops
are an integral ingredient to
beer. Initially used in the United
States as a preservative, hops

ate now used for bitter flavor-
ing and aromatic purposes.

Blue Mountain grows Cas-
cade hops, an aromatic hop
with floral and citrus charac-
teristics. Sierra Nevada and
Hatpoon brewedes also use
these hops. Next to the ware-
house housing the brewing
cquipment, visitors will find a
dining room with a full menu-
both for food and beer tastings.

The beer menu showcases
the most recently brewed beer,
available by the plass or smaller
portions for tasting, Blue Moun-
tain has both American style and
European style lagers and ales.

Brew master Matt Nuca
says that brewery plans on ex-
panding to a production-level
brewery, though recently have
“pulled back to meet demand,”
churning out 150 cases of beer
a weeck. Nucci got his start
brewing at home as a hobby
before going into Greenber-
ty’s Coffee and Tea Company,
He helped found Blue Moun-
tain in 2007. Blue Mlountain
15 open Monday to Saturday
from 11:30 — 10:00 p.m., and
Sunday from 11:30 — 9:00 p.m.

While these breweries  all
have unique beer and dif.
cvents and  services,
ong thing they have in com-
mon is a love for their craft.

It 15 evident with the brew
masters and employees that
they all enjoy what they do,
and do what they enjoy. The
fruits of their labor are not
just successful business and
monetary rewards. It is some-
thing they can bring to people
who share their zeal for beer.

ferent
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GOD OF WAR 3 OFFERS
SPECTACULAR PLAY FOR THE PS3

JASON FLINN
FORUM STAFF WRITER

YVew games of recent years have
had the sheer excitement value
attached to a sequel that Sony’s
God of War {GOW) scries
has entailed. This also means
there will always be a dissent-
ing faction of the rabid fan-base
that 1s ready to war anything
apart, no matter the quality.
Well, Developer SCIL Santa
Monica has been hard at work
listening to every complaint
and comment on
sage boards, and the resulting
product, while not perfect, is
nothing shott of spectacular.

Throughout the length of
the game, plavers follow Kratos

the mes-

as he murders his way up the
Greek pantheon, slaying min
ions, mythical creatures, heroic
figures and divine beings one by
one. Like the first rwo games,
many monsters and icons of
Greek legend are on display
for Kratos to beat senscless.
Minotaurs, harpies, cerben,
gorgons and more, attempt o
impede the player’s progress in
the combar that makes up the
bulk of the game. Bvery batde
with a god or titan is a well ex-
ccuted boss-fight that is massive
in scale, requiring much effort
and skill to defear, The scope
for cach batde is different for
each to keep players intercsted.
The fight against Poseci
don is a chaonc affair of giant
crab-horses made of water and
stone, towening in the heavens
alongside the spire of Olympus.

The confrontation  with

Hermes, however, is a chase
through stone architecture that
tests the players” skills of nm
ing and execution, Both are
tremendous  fun in therr own
way, and each leave the player
with a great fecling of sat
isfaction  upon  completion.
The studios behind the game
have found a way to bring cv-
ery fan something they can
enjoy, no matter the taste.
And yes, while on the subject
of fan taste, there 1s an crofic
mini-game  included like ev-
crv other GOW game to date.
The story and gameplay
aside, from a technical aspect
GOW 3 s impressive. The
amount of texture and shading
work put into Kratoss model
warrants a scrutimizing inspec-
ton upon first starting up the
game. Bvery movement s
fluid, every blade swing or fist
thrown appears very natural.
In most instances, this same
attention  has  been  shown
to the environment and the
monsters that fall 1o Spartan
blades. Even dunng the most
hectic battles with twoe doz-
en cnemies on screen, there
isnt a hint of slow-down ot
chugging on the console. The
combat is tight and respon-
sive, Puzzles are well thought
and cleverly executed.
This is not to say however,
that the king of P83 action ¢x-
clusives is without fault, Tiny
glitches and bugs arc ram-
pant throughout the journey,
from treasure chests refusing
to open to characters in cut
scenes  occasionally  disappeat-

out

In its predecessor, GOWZ, players could face off
against hoards of Spartan wattiors.

ing. This leaves other models
to interact with cmpty space.

One near game-killing experi-
ence crops up around the two
hour mark, when a room ahead
of the player renders incorrectly
and drops the avatar to his or
her death upon entering, This
forces the player to reload from
a non-corrupted save game.

The “Forge Render” bug has
actually irnitated enough people
to generate scveral threads of
its own in gaming and Sony
forums. While bugs aren’t com-
pletely unknown in any game,
ones with this type of stopping
power arc a lirde off-putting in
a game with such a large bud-
get and development time.

Another area to be consid-
ered is the sheer violence of

the game content itself. While
the GOW faithful know what
they are getiing into, first com-
ers to the series could certainly
be shocked. Normal combar 1t-
sclf isn’t too over the top, but
some of the conclusions to
boss battles can be downnght
unsettling in their brutality. The
deaths of Hermes and Helios
in particular come rto mind,

For the few readers on the
fence over spending $60.00 on
the new PS3 super-exclusive,
one should know that GOW3
is very much like the deides
it portrays, and then viciously
beats. It is gorgeously animated,
violent to the extreme and while
not perfect, finishing it can
be one of the most rewarding
digital things one does this year.
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Think Of Your Backyard
As A Stage.

(Nature provides the characters.)

|

Attract nature’s greatest and most colorful casts
of characters to your backyard.
All it takes is the right combination of food,
birdfeeder, location and advice.

Qild Birde Unbimited

Your Backyard Birdfeeding Specialisi®
1510 SEMINOLE TRAIL (US$29 NORTH) IN SHOPPERS WORLD
434-973-5850

BIRDSEED = FEEDERS ¢ BIRDBATHS
* OPTICS ¢« NATURE GIFTS

PVCC's Dickirson Bulding Main Stage
FREE for PVCC Studentswith an Arts Voucher
S8 PVCC Faculty!Staff
Pick us vour Acts Voucher at the

Focealion Desktoday!
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COLLEGE EVENTS

PVCC Theatre Presents

CLATE, The Musteal

Friday, 4/16

7:30 pam,

Saturday, 4/17

2:30 pm. and 7:30 p.m.

Based on the popular boaed

game  CLUE,  this rousing,
fun-flled musical brings the
worlds  best-known  mystery

sugpects o life on the stage,
and invites the audience 1o
play along to solve a mystery.
$4 PVCC Faculty & Suaff. Gen-
eral seating, Contact the PVCC
Office at 434.961.5376
boxoffice@pvec.ed

Box
or  ¢-mail

Lngincering Saturday

Saturday, 4/17

%00 am - 12:00 am

In the main building, this free
event provides fundamental in-
formation about PVCCs owo-
vear Associate of Science in
engincering  degree  program
and how it can lead to four-
year engineering degrees in bio-
medical, chemical and environ-
mental engineering and other
disciplines. A panel of recent
PVCC  engineeting  graduates
will theit  experience
with the College’s engincering
program, transfer  opportuni-
ties and their current bachelors

discuss

degree programs. Arendees will
also tout classrooms and labs;
take part in a design challenge
with prizes for winning teams;
meet PVCCs engineering fac-
ulty, staff and current students;
and learn about PVCC’s Student
Engineering Club and other Col-
lege services. A hght breakfast
will be served at 9 am. in the
Technology Wing of the Col-
lege’s Main Building, room 835.
'or more information, con-
tact Andrew Renshaw, engi
neering program  liaison  at
PVCC, at  arenshaw(@pvee
edu  or 4349615484, or

visit pveeedu/engineering,

COMMUNITY FVENTS
SAMPLIR

“The Municipal Band of
Chatlortesville

Tuesday, 4/20

8 p.m.

‘The Municipal Band of Char-
loteesville  kicks off its 88th
scason with a spring concert at
PVCC, Light classics, Broad-
way show tunes and band rep-
ertoire  standards  are
program for this musical tradi-
tion, which always concludes
with a john Philip Sousa march.
I'ree admission. For more in-
formation contact the PVCC
Box Office at 434.961.5376 or
e-mail boxoffice{@pvee.cdu.
Community Sampler

on the

Iivents

University of Virginia Art Mu-
seum Lunchtime ‘Talk

Tuesday, 4/13

12:00 p.m.

Join us for an informal presenta
tion by Eliza Quanbeck, curatori-
alintern, on the specal exhibidon
“Highlights from the Collee-
tion” Museum Lunchame Talks
are free and open to the public.

For mote information
about lunchtime ‘lalks and
other Muscum lectures:

virginia.edu/artmuscum/for_
the_community_and_schools/
lectures_and_events.php

Discover VA Wine Festoval
Sarurday, 4/17

11:00 am - 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, 4/18

12:00 p.m. -5:00 p.m,

This Greene County  fesuval
is a family-friendly event fea-
wrng the rich diversity of
the Old Dominion’s products.
The fesdval will bencAt The
Greene  Education  Founda-
tion, an organization dedicated

to helping students and teach-
ers reach their highest potennal.
Attendees may sample from the
wide variety of wine exhibitors,
a vatety of food and children’s
activines, relax on  the
and hsten to local music, walk
through the Battle of Stanards-
ville encampment or explore
the crafts and family activities.
I'icket prces at the gate will be
$20.00 or for significant savings,
purchase tickets in advance on-
line at hetp:/ /emstactix.com, or
by calling (540} 972-2749. Des
ignated Driver nckets (S10.00}
and under 21 tickets {$5.00]
arc also available. Admussion is
free for children under twelve,
Proceeds  benehit the Greene
County Education Foundation,

lawn

Virginia Discovery Museum:
Lights, Lasers and Lenses
Vixhibit

4/18
12:00 am - 5:LH} p.m,
Come explore  Things  that

Glow, learn about the Colors
of Light, how Light Bends and
how Light Bounces. Put on a
Shadow Puppet show, Look Into
Infinty, and much, much more!
Contact Name:  Joia Wood
Contact Phone:  434-977-1025

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLOG BY R, PACKARD
Forum  Staff  Writer,

RT.
Packard, has a new blog at
sometimesthymes.com
and

nvites comments.




