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WORKFORCE SERVICES
' OFFERS 46 NEW COURSES

Workforce Services is located in the Stultz Center for Business and Development.

Bonnic Weathenit

BONNIE WEATHERILL
FORUM STAFF WRITER

The halls of the main build-
ing, Kluge-Moses and Dick-
inson hum with activity as
students at Piedmont Virginia
Community College accli-
mate to busy spring schedules.

This semester, however,
many students are setting
their sights on the building
at the bottom of the hill

PVCC’s Workforce Ser-
vices, located in the Stltz
Center for Business and
Development, is  offer-
ing 46 new opportunities
for students this spring

‘These courses and pro-
grams come as new or up-
dated addidons to over 750
Workforce Services offer-
ings per year, according to
Dean of Workforce Ser-

vices, Valerie Palamountain.

New opportunities range
from non-credit classes to
online certificate programs,
36 of which begin Feb. 15 or
later. Popular subjects include
horticulture, arts and leisure,
healthcare, and computers.

New classes are imple-
mented “according to the
needs of the business com-
munity. If there’s a need, we
respond,” said Palamountain.

This spring Workforce
Services is accounting for a
growing demand for comput-
er-dexterous employees by
offering 15 new or updated
computer-specific  classes.
These include beginner and
intermediate levels of Micro-
soft Office 2010 programs
such as Word, Excel, Access,
Powerpoint and QOutlook.

Spanning an  extensive

scope of interests, these
classes lend themselves to
preparation  for  industry
certification exams or sim-
ply to carcer exploration.

“It’s a low-risk, high-reward
option,” said Palamountain.
“Non-credit classes are a great
place to start, and it won’t
hurt your GPA. A lot of stu-
dents get higher-paying jobs
while still going to school.”

Courses and programs
are offered at the Swmltz
Center, the Charlottesville-
Albemarle Technical Educa-
tion Center (CATEC) and
online through a partner-
ship with ed2go, formerly
Gatlin Education Services.

Those interested in learning
more may visit the Workforce
Services page at pvccedu,
email  workforceservices(@
pvec.edu or call 434-961-5354.
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JABA, PIEDMONT FUTURES PROVIDE
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

‘I'he FISII program enables college students to tutor elementacy kids

Jeremy Wilburn, Flicks

BRIAN CARLSON
FORUM STAFF WRITER

For those interested in
making a positive impact on
an elementary school stu-
dent’s education, the Jeffer-
son Area Board for Aging
{JABA) has partnered with
Piedmont Futures for the
third consecutive year to of-
fer the Frends in School
Helping (FISH) program.

FISH enables students,
faculty and staff at Piedmont
Virginia Community College
to tutor children from both
Cale and Clark Elementary
School whe have been cat-

egorized as “academically at
tisk” by teachers. Volunteer
tutors are wanted to help

these students
begin  read-
ing on grade
level or gain a
better under-
standing  of
other academ-
ic subjects.

“Some -
times, tutors
work individu-
ally with stu-
dents. Other

having
individualized

instruction in the

classroom.”

- Erin Hughey-

“Many students

benefit by

Commers

more

of the class. Many students
benefit by having more indi-
vidualized instruction in the

classroom,”
said Erin
Hughey-Com-
mers, Program
Coordina-
tor for Pied-
mont Futures.

Volunteer-
ing as a tutor
for the FISH
program has
its share of
benefits, apart

times, they work with a small from the sense of satisfac-

group of students, while the
teacher instructs

the rest

tion many feel in working
with small kids. Those stu-

dents planning to major in
education or child care will
gain experence and refer
ences for their résumés.

Training for tutors is pro-
vided and hours are sched-
uled once a week according
to the volunteer’s availability.

For more information on
the FISH program, either
contact the Piedmont Fu-
tures program, at Piedmont-
Futures@pvecedu, or call
the JABA Volunteer Ser-
vices line at 434-817-5245.

A version of this article ap-
peared online on  Jan. 19,
2012 ar PredmontForum.com
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PVCC FAVORS CLUB ATHLETICS
DUE TO ECONOMY, EQUALITY

JESSICA BOWMAN
FORUM STAFF WRITER

As another Virginia com-
munity college joins the Na-
tional Junior College Athletic
Association (NJCAA), some
former student-athletes on
the grounds of Piedmont
Virginia Community Col-
lege (PVCC) find themselves
asking the question, “Where
are PVCC’s school teams?”

If other community col-
leges are capable of having
intercollegiate sports teams,
then why does PVCC fail to
have them? The answer is
simple: money and equality.

PVCC is one of 23 schools
in the Vitginia Community
College System (VCCS). As
partof this system, the school
is bound into the decisions
and actions of the VCCS,
which does not have an in-
tercollegiate athletic system
set up between its members.

A system-wide athletic pro-
gram would force the VCCS
to financially commit to the
athletic departments of every
school in the system, which
would mean making sure that
all schools are funded equally
and substantially. The VCCS
would also have to ensure that
the schools were all equip?:d
equally with the proper play-
ing fields, courts and gyms,
as well as
provide  the
proper sports
equipment for
ecach  player.
In the present
economy, cut-
ting such ex-
penses makes
good fiscal sense.

Now, a new question aris-
es: how are six of the schools
in the VCCS able to offer
their students intercollegiate
sports? These schools are
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all part of the NJCAA and
fund their athletic depart-
ments through money from
the institutions themselves.

While PVCC has elected
not to put forth money to
create a new athletics system

and join the NJCAA, Steve
McNerney, the Director of
Student Activities at PVCC,
pointed out that the deci
sion is not purely economical.

“It’s much more important

to have clubs that are open
to anybody and everybody.
The clubs do not and cannot
discriminate,” said McNer
ney. PVCC’s stance is that the
club athletics allow everyone
to join and anyone to play.

PVCC’s stance is that the club athletics allow everyone
to join and anyone to play. Intercollegiate team sports
fail to do so since playets must try out and be accepted
in order to make the teamn and participate in the sport.

Intercollegiate team sports
fail to do so since players
must try out and be accepted
in order to make the team
and participate in the sport.

PVCC has not written off

the idea of intercollegiate
sports completely. “If the
VCCS decides to create an
intercollegiate system, PVCC
may decide to reconsider
the matter,” said McNerney.

Until then, PVCC students
will have to
stick to their
non-discrim-
inate club
sports. These
club  teams
compete in lo-
cal leagues as
well as travel to
other schools and compete in
tournaments. Students wish-
ing to learn more about any
of the athletic clubs at PVCC
can visit pvcc.edu/student_
life/clubs_organizations.php.
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POLICE, EMTS OFFER TESTIMONY
IN HUGUELY MURDER TRIAL

%

George Huguely is on trial for his girlfriend’s 2010 murder.

virginiasports.com

KRISTA PEDERSEN &
KATHERINE RAICHLEN
U. VIRGINIA
via UWire

On May 3, 2010, at 2:24
am., Charlottesville police
tesponded to a dispatch re-
potting an “alcobol over-
dose” at a 14th Street apart-
ment, Charlottesville Police
Officer KW, Blackwell tes-
tified at the murder trial of
former UL Vitginia student
George Huguely yesterday.
Huguely is charged with the
first-degree murder of ex-
girlfriend and former Univer-
sity student Yeardley Love.

Blackwell described entet-
ing the apartment and be-
ing directed to the bedroom,
where he saw Loves body
lying on the ground “uncon-
scious” and “unresponsive.”

After he determined Love
was not breathing, Blackwell
began administering CPR un-

tl the Chatlottesville-Albe-
marle Rescue Squad arrived.

Three emetgency medi-
cal technicians spoke yes-
terday about their attempts
to resuscitate Love that
night. Resuscitation efforts
lasted 24 minutes and in-
cluded “several rounds of
CPR,” medication and inw-
bation, Rescue Squad mem-
ber Michael Hanshew said.

By the time the EMTs
left, the apartment had been
declared a crime scene.

Both police officers and
medical responders testi-
fied thete was a hole in the
door to Loves bedroom.

Testimony included ref-
erence to photos of the
scene. Charlottesville Police
Det. Sgt. Shawn Bayles said
the “huge hole in the door”
made him concerned about a
possible crime. When he re-
ceived the original dispatch,
“I was expecting to find no

damage,” he told the court.

He told the rescue squad to
continue their work but ex-
plained they were “now in an
active crime scene,” he said.

Yesterday's proceed-
ings also focused on medi-
cal details, crucial to the
defense’s theory that Love
died from something other
than blunt force trauma, in-
cluding complications from
Adderall consumption. The
defense also contends that
Love’s visible injuries may
have been the result of CPR.

The prosecuton intro-
duced Medical School Prof.
William J. Brady as an expert
in emergency medicine and
CPR. Referring to photos
from the scene, he confirmed
that rescue squad members
correctly administered CPR
the night of Love’s death.

Healso noted the chance of
resuscitation is “quite small”
for patients who are “fat-lin-
ing” The chance of survivalis
less than two percent, he said.

The prosecution also
caled Dr. Danny Mis-
tty, who served as the pr-
maty care physician for all
University  athletes while
Love was at the University.

He explained that in the
past, the University pet-
formed electrocardiograms
(EKGS) on student athletes
using Adderall. Love was
screened three times — when
she first entered the Univer-
sity in fall 2006, while on
Adderall in May 2009 and
while off the medication in
Sept. 2009. Mistry said the
EKGs showed nothing out
of the ordinaty and found
no electrical abnormalities
in Love’s heart function.

Testimonies also addressed
Huguely and Love’s troubled
relationship in the months
leading up to her death.

Former North Carolina
lacrosse player Mike Burns
recounted opening the door
to Huguely’s bedroom at a
February 2010 patty after
“[hearing] a girl saying, ‘Help
me, help me!™ He said he
found Huguely with his arm
around Love’s neck, while
she struggled to escape. Hu-
guely released her after the
door opened, and Love got
up and ran out of the room,
he said. Love told Butns she
couldn’t breathe and was
“hysterically crying,” he said.

During the defense’s cross
examination, Burns also ad-
mitted to “hooking up” with
Love occasionally between
summer 2008 and April 2009.

Huguely’s friend and for-
mer teamunate Tim Fuchs
also spoke yesterday, recount-
ing the night he and Hu-
guely returned to Huguely’s
apartment with two female
high school seniors. He said
Love came into the apart-
ment that night and yelled
at Huguely. She was “upset
that we were up there with
these two gitls,” Fuchs said.

Former University la-
crosse player Brian Carroll,
a 2010 graduate, said Hu-
guely’s drinking had begun
to increasingly concern their
group of friends that spring,
Huguely would drink three
to four nights a week, Car-
roll said, and would become
intoxicated each time. Carroll
said Huguely was “signifi-
cantly” drunk — badly slur-
ring his words and unable to
hold a conversation — when
Carroll saw him on the af-
ternoon of May 2, 2010,
the day before Love died.

Kiista Pedersen and Katherine
Raichlen are reporters for the
Cavalier Daily of U Viginia.
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GERMAN CLUB TO RECREATE
TRADITIONAL KA

The German celebration Karneval fearures parades and silly costames.

»

RNEVAL PARTY

Aceel Kuhlmann, Flicke

KRISTEN CAULEY
FORUM STAFF WRITER

On Friday, Feb. 17, the
chairs and tables of toom
M175 will be pushed back
to transform the space into
the German Club’s second
annual Karneval. Instead of
imagining Ferris Wheels and
booths at a

celebration before Lent.

“Karneval was a bid fare-
well to eating the way we
liked to eat” said Patn-
cia Jassman, German pro-
fessor and club advisor.

Today, Karneval is a pop-
ular public celebration in
Southern and Western Ger-
many. German offices close

“There is no difference be-
tween Karneval and Mardi
Gras, except Karneval isn’t as
rowdy as the celebrations in
New Orleans,” Jassmann said.

The German Club plans on
recreating the traditional Kar-
neval atmosphere. Germans
dress up in costumes that are
crazy, wacky or out of the or-

and let go,” Jassmann said.
A standard tradition is for
women to cut men’s neck-
tes and supplies will be
provided for the men to
design the craziest tie pos-
sible. If they have one they
are willing to part with, they
are also invited to wear it
Thete is a prize for the man
with the most

Vi Ge'iw “There is no difference between Karneval and Mardi 1,0 opmar
Nl i Gras, except Karneval isn’t as rowdy as the celebrations with che <l

S same . v e €5 COSs <
sense of revel- in New Otleans.” - Patricia Jassman will be given

ry defines the
German Karneval.
Latin in origin, Karneval
comes from “carne wvale”
meaning “meat farewell.”
Also called Faschling, from
the German verb “to fast,”
it was originally a religious

and a parade takes place on
Fat Tuesday, the day before
Lent. A group of special danc-
ers known as “tanzmariech-
en” accompany a display
of floats, much like during
a Mardi Gras celebration.

dinary, and the club encour-
ages students to do the same.

“The theme is not to be
scary; it is to dress up as some-
thing or someone you not-
mally aren’t. Karneval allows
(Germans tolet their hair down

an award and

the honors of cutting tes.
The Karneval celebration
will take place on Feb. 17 from
5 to 9 pm. in room M175.
This free event is open to all
students interested in learning
more about German culture.



“forumis looking for reporters!

Want to share the latest news?

PVCC’s The Forum is staffed and run entitely by students.

Whether you are secking first-hand journalism expetience, tips to improve yout
writing and observation skills or just an elective credit, the Forum is here for you!

The Forum publishes a print edition every few weeks and now includes a website
devoted to daily updates with the latest news, entertainment, sports and weather for the
collegiate community. Visit us online at PiedmontForum.com ot find any of the blue
boses in the three buildings on campus to pick up a hard copy.

Students interested in joining the Forum as a contribuing student writer, photographer
ot editor should contact theForum@pvcc.edu for more information.

Valuable experience in writing and journalism.
Peer-reviewed publications for your résumé.
Yout name and wotds, in print, for all to see.

“I think journalism Is a great way to do public setvice, to have an impact on your community.”

- Bob Shieffer

Contact theForum@pvcc.edu for mote information.
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NEW BLOOD TEST MAY HELP TO
DIAGNOSE DEPRESSION

Clinical depression may soon be diagnosed with a simple blood test.

Meredith Farmez, Flicke

ARMAGHAN BEHLUM
HARVARD U.
via UWire

A new blood test designed
at Massachusetts General
Hospital appears to accurate-
ly indicate whether a person
is  suffering
from depres-
sion, accord-

kostas, the primary research-
er for the new test at MGH,
after more than 50 years of
expenmenting with depres-
sion there were still many
questions about the biologi-
cal signals of the disorder.

“There were signs, but not

After a seres of experi-
ments, a blood test was de-
signed to measure the level
of nine different chemicals
shown to be associated with
depression. According to
Papakostas, when the results
of the blood tests were com-

After a seties of experiments, a blood test was

is sent to a lab for testing,

The results of this test
are translated into a point
system that indicates wheth-
er a patient is likely suf-
fering from  depression.

According the Papakostas,
the most important implica-
tions of this discovery are
the new questions it raises
and its potential applica-
tions. He and his research-
ers are now asking whether
it can be used to monitor the
recovery of a patient suffer-
ing from depression, find
patients who have a potential
to be depressed, or indicate
that a patient is likely to re-
lapse into depression. How-
ever, the question currently at
the forefront for Papakostas
is whether or not this test is
effective in screening sub
jects in a doctor’s clinic.

Papakostas said the test
will undergo further study,
this time in a clinical field,
to gauge how effective it is
in the real world. He hopes
it will become a helpful tool
for diagnosticians and a
clue to help researchers bet-
ter understand depression.

Papakostas  does  not
see this test as a new stan-
dard for clinical diagnosis.

“Testing negative is not a
reason for insurance com-
panies to not
cover the ex-
penses of

t -* - »
Cublished i designed to measure the level of nine different =~ "™ o
poriioar  chemicals shown to be associated with depression. sl rject
Pslgchmt_ry. depression
eptession, as a diag-
a psychological disorder cur- strong enough for a test,” pared to the diagnoses of nosis”  said Papakostfs.
rently diagnosed by matching  said Papakostas, who is also a trained clinical psycholo- “The test is supposed to

a certain number of patient
symptoms to those listed in
the Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual, has been known to
have physiological indicators.
According to George L. Papa-

a professor of psychiatry
at Harvard Medical School.

He and the other re-
searchers in his lab won-
dered, “what if the solu-
ton 1s mult-faceted?”

gist, the blood test proved
to be surprsingly accurate.

The test is designed to be
simple, Papakostas said. The
pattent comes in for a regular
blood draw and then the blood

complement clinical care.”

Armaghan Behlum is a re-
porters  for the Harvard
Crimson of Harvard U
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SINGER WHITNEY HOUSTON
PASSES AWAY AT 48

BRIAN CARLSON
FORUM STAFF WRITER

On Saturday, Feb. 11, the
music industry lost an icon.
Singer and actress Whitney

nering more success and
popularity  that  summer.

Houston went on to re-
cord an additional six stu-
dic albums and three mo-
tion picture soundtracks.

her a household name.

Houston has also sold
over 200 million albums
and singles, earning 30 Bill-
board Awards, 22 Ameri-
can Music Awards, 2 Em-

It’s so stunning and unbeliev-
able. T couldn’t believe what
I was teading, coming across
the TV screen,” said Hous-
ton’s godmother, renowned
soul singer Aretha Franklin,

Houston was found dead in The six-time Grammy win- mys and a slew of other Houstons  ex-husband,
the bathtub singer Bobby
f her fourth . . : B
fooromof I just can’t talk about it now. It’s so stunning  epored to be
the Beverly  and unbelievable. I couldn’t believe what I was i “erying i
Hilton Hotel . . 29 upon hearing
at 3:55 pm in reading, coming across the TV screen. the news and
Los Angeles. > broke down
The gause - A't etha F I aﬂklm shortly af-
of death for ter taking the

the 48 year-old pop super-
star is currently unknown.

Houston made her first
splash on the music scene
in 1985 when she released
her original self-titled album.

The album initially re-
ceived a subdued commer-
cial response before gar-

ner is perhaps best known
for earning the longest run-
ning number one single of all
time by a female artist with
a cover of Dolly Parton’s
“I Wil Always Love You.”

The single, which lasted
14 consecutive weeks at
the top spot, helped make

awards and nominations.
In addidon, Houston’s
seven consecutive  num-

ber one singles in the pop
music industry set a re-
cord that has yet to be beat.

The news brings much
grief to fans worldwide. “I
just can’t talk about it now.

stage at a show in Mississippi.

“I would like to say, ‘I love
you Whitney' The hardest
thing for me to do is come
on this stage,” said Brown.

Houston is survived by
her mother, two brothers
and 18 year-old daughter,
Bobbi Kiristina Houston.

A T4 5 lt

Whitney Touston, seen here in a 2009 Central Park concert, has had a monumental impact on the music industry.

Asterto "Fecson, Flicke
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In theaters now: “The Gitl with the Dragon Tattoc”
* k k k & 1/2 out of * * k k %

David Finchers English-
language adaptation of “The
Girl With the Dragon Tat-
too” follows disgraced jour-
nalist Mikael Blomkvist as he
enlists the help of young com-
puter hacker Lisabeth Salander
to investigate a disappear-
ance that dates back 40 years.

Fincher does a solid job at
keeping every technical aspect
in check, crafting a well-told
dark thriller. He reunites with
“The Social Network” com-
posers Trent Reznor and At-
ticus Ross on the score, which
fits, the movie stylistcally
with its electronic ambience.

Also returning under Finch-

er’s direction, Rooney Mara stars
as Salander, a very introverted
and hasty girl. Mara pulls off
the role superbly, handling the
dark and sexual tendencies of
Salander with fearless ambition.
Stellan Skarsgird also stands out
in the cast as Martin Vanger, the
brother of the missing person.
Skarsgird delivers a  suitably
subtle performance that builds
in tension and eeriness, fleshing
out the role with much finesse.

While fans of the book
series and original Swedish
film may have reservations
about this American update,
“The Girl With the Dragon
Tattoo” is very well-made.

In theaters now: “The Ardst”?
% % % % out of ¥ * Kk K %

Michel Hazanavicius reinvigo-
rates old silent films with “The
Artist,” the story of 1920% silent
film star George Valentin. The
flick’s primary action revolves
around Valentin’s carcer dying as
theage of talking motion pictures
rises, At the heart of the movie
is rising movie star Peppy Miller,
who harbors a long-lasting crush
on Valentin that had previously
inspired her to pursue acting

“The Artist” gains most of
its appeal for utilizing an old
convention as 2 silent, black
and white film; save for a cou-
ple pinnacle moments in the
movig, the whole flick is silent.
In that regard, it works well by

remaining faithful to the old tra-
ditions with its stylistic choices.

French actor Jean Dujardin
delivers a charming performance
as Valentin. Actress Bérénice
Bejo portrays his counterpart
Peppy Miller with much enthu-
siasm and pizazz. The chemistry
between Dujardin and Bejo har-
kens back to that of Ginger Rog-
ers and Fred Astaire. ‘They are
able to convey the right emotions
using only facial expressions and
gestures, which is no small feat.

It may not appeal to everyone
due to the lack of color and dia-
logue, but the flick is a treat to
anyone locking for something
different and old-fashioned.



CLASSIFIEDS
VALENTINE'S MESSAGES

Youw’re the best! Newspapers don’t lie so you know it’s
true. Love you, Mallory!
-Your Ginger

Believe in Sherlock. Moriarty was real.

Brian, I love you and your beard-of-ultimate wisdom. Will
you be mine, my prince?
-Jenn M.

Fitness Room Staff - Thank you for everything.

I love you this much, Erik:
Love, Karen

Dear Scotty, my heart yearns for you.
XOXO, Eric

Be mine valentine, Mr. Bear
-Sydney

Happy Valentine’s Day, Zay. I love you!! Love, Mom

To all Pittsburgh Steeler fans, Yinz rock!
=Bryrfan

Charlotte Douglas Russell really is the worst. ’'m going to
impeach her if Jeremy doesn’t first.
-B.E.W.

I love you, mom. Welcome to Piedmont.

“Penguins are 8o sensitive,” - Lyle Lovette

T'hese messages are brought to vou by students, faculny and staff in the PVCC communt

message cost a 52 minimum donation to the Hatt Relief Fund. ‘Through the sales of these ¢

S48 was sent o help the vicams of the 2010 1 faitn carthquake.
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Advertise with Piedmont Virginia
Community College’s own student-run
newspaper and gain exposure while

supporting collegiate journalism!

Advertise with the Forum!

Multiple sizes, including 1/4,
1/2 and full page spreads!

Discounted rates for long term
arrangements!

Online advertisements
are NOW available. Visit
PiedmontForum.com for more
information.

Contact theForum@pvcc.edu
for more information and rates.

IMPORTANT
COLLEGE DATES
AND EVENTS

What: SGA Meet & Greet
When: Feb. 22, 12:20 to 1:15 p.m.
Where: Bolick Student Center

What: Spring Break
When: March 12 - 18, 2012

What: Classes End
When: April 30, 2012

What: Final Exams
When: May 1 -9, 2012

What: Graduation
When: May 11, 2012
Where: PVCC Campus
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COLLEGE EVENTS

SGA Mect & Greet
Wednesday, Feb. 22

12:20 p.m.

On Feb. 22, the Student Gov-
ernment Association (SGA)
will host a “Meet and Greet”
in the Bolick Student Center
from 12:20 undl 1:15 p.m.
This event is “an opportunity
for students to socialize with
college faculty, staff and ad-
ministratdon,” said SGA Vice
President Brendan Wynn.
“Qur goal is for students to
learn about the academic and
career experiences of the fac-
ulty and staff at the college
in order to better shape ideas
about theit own academic
plans and career goals.” The
SGA plans to keep the atmo-
sphere lighthearted and social
by including trivia games and
opening the event with an
icebreaker “game show™ All
students, staff, faculty and ad-
ministration ate invited to the
event by the SGA, which will
provide free drinks and pizza.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

WTJU Rock Marathon
Monday, Feb. 13
6 a.m,
Once again, the long arm of
coincidence has swept us to-
ward another edition of the
annual WIJU Rock Mara-
thon. Buckle up and join us
for the ride. This year’s Rock
Marathon kicks off Monday,
Feb. 13 and runs through
Sunday night, Feb. 19. Our
fantastic team of volunteer
DJs is compiling program-
ming that is both inspired
and inspirational. This year’s
schedule comes in fives: live
erformances from area
bands for five straight nights;
a five-part countdown of
WTJU Rock’s most essential
tracks of all time; and semi-
nal songs spanning five de-

cades from 2002, 1992, 1982,
1972, and 1962. Don’t miss
the return of a few legend-
aty WTJU alums like Spot
and That Girl, as well as guest
spots from rock luminaries.
For mote information, visit
wtju.net.

“Vinegar Tom” at Helms
Theatre

Thutsday, Feb. 16

8 p.m.

UVA’s Department of Drama
is proud to present its first
production of the spring se-
mestet, “Vinegar Tom,” guest
directed by John Vreeke.
Playing in the Helms Theatre,
Feb. 16 to 18 and Feb. 21 to
25 at 8 p.m. Celebrated Brit-
ish playwright Caryl Churchill
uses the backdrop of the 17th
Century witch trials to high-
light the ongoing struggles
for acceptance and equality
faced by women, even in our
world today. Tickets may be
purchased online at artsbox-
office.virginia.edu, by phone
at 434-924-3376, and in per-
son at the UVA Arts Box Of-
fice, Monday through Friday
from noon to 5 p.m.

Virginia native trees wotk-
sho

Sunday, Feb. 19

2 p.m.

Learn to identify trees in the
dead of winter using bark,
branching, seed, and other
distinguishing  characteris-
tics. Join Ellen Powell of the
Virginia Department of For-
estry on a Winter Walk in the
Ragged Mountain Natural
Area on Sunday, Feb. 19 at
2 p.m. Meet in the RMNA
parking lot. Free and open to
the public. For more informa-
tion, call 434-973-7772.

Oscar Night America party
Sunday, Feb. 26

7 p.m.

The excitement and glamour
of Hollywood are coming
to Chatlottesville on Oscar
Night. Residents of Chatlot-
tesville can experience the

thrills and surprises of the
84th Academy Awards on
Sunday, Feb. 26, at Chatlot-
tesville’s own Oscar Night
America party. Benefiting the
25th Anniversary of the Vir-
ginia Film Festival , the event
takes place at Charlottesville’s
Patramount Theater at 7 p.m.
For more information, call
434-924-3376.

Charlottesville’s 250th An-
niversary Celebration
Saturday, March 24

9:30 a.m.

Join Cutious George on Chat-
lottesville’s Downtown Mall
as part of Charlottesville’s
year-long 250th Anniversary
bash in a parade Saturday,
March 24, beginning at 9:30
am. near the Omni Hotel,
and ending at the Paramount
Theater, where a free screen-
ing of “Curious Geotge 2:
Follow That Monkey” will be
presented. For more infor-
mation, visit wvpt.net.

Wordplay fundraiser game
Wednesday, April 11

6 p.m.

Literacy Volunteers of Char-
lottesville/ Albematle is spon-
soring a game show fund-
raiser, Wordplay 2012, to be
held on Wednesday, April 11,
at 6 p.m. at The Paramount.
To play the game, you must
submit a registration form
by March 26. For mote in-
formation, call 434-977-3838
or go online to literacyforall.
otg/wordplay.
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